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NERVES

of the sea/' who lived in a cavern in the
depths of the Aegean and revealed what he
knew only by compulsion. He was seized by
Hercules when asleep; although he attempted
to escape by assuming various forms, he
was forced to disclose the whereabouts of the
apples of the Hesperides.

NERO, (A. D. 37-68), a Roman emperor, the
son of Cneius Domitius Ahenobarbus and of
Agrippina, the daughter of G-ermanicus. His
mother's second husband, the Emperor Claud-
ius, adopted him, and when Nero was about
seventeen years old his mother poisoned
Claudius and secured the throne for her son.
In the year following his accession Nero dis-
posed of Claudius' son Britannieus, the right-
ful heir, by poison. Some
time afterwards, to please
one of his favorites, he
caused his mother to be put
to death, and then had his
wife Octavia murdered.

The affairs of the empire
were at this time in a de-
plorable state; wars raged
abroad and general discon-
tent prevailed at home. The
emperor, entirely lacking in NERO
restraint, gave himself up to the most disgust-
ing excesses. In July, 64, occurred the burn-
ing of Rome; Nero, charged with having
caused the calamity, to divert popular in-
dignation accused the Christians and perse-
cuted them unmercifully. His debaucheries,
cruelties, unjust taxation occasioned several
unsuccessful conspiracies against him. He
retaliated with wholesale executions, Seneca
and Lucan being victims. Finally the Senate
openly declared him an enemy to the country,
and Nero, to escape arrest, stabbed himself.

NERVA, nu</va (A. D. 32-98), a Roman
emperor, who displayed great wisdom and
administrative ability during his reign. He
twice held the consulship before Ms election
by the Senate to succeed Domitian in A. D.
96. He was in turn succeeded by Ms adopted
son, Trajan.

NERVES, nurveSy slender whitish cords
that start from the brain or spinal cord and
radiate all over the body, ending in the cells
and fibers of the different organs. Nerves,
or nerve trunks, as they are more properly
called, are not single structures, but are
bundles of nerve fibers tied together with con-
nective tissue. A particular nerve trunk may
contain hundreds of nerve threads that are

distributed to different parts of the body.
The nerve elements of nervous tissue are
called neurones. The connective tissue is
known as neuralgia. For the character and
function of nerves, see NERVOUS SYSTEM.

Nerves, Cranial,, the nerves which origi-
nate at the base of the brain and pass
directly from these centers to the various
organs of the head and face and the upper
part of the thorax. In structure the cranial
nerves are more simple than the spinal
nerves, and in function they include both
sensory and motor nerves (see NERVOUS
SYSTEM). They are arranged in twelve
pairs. The first pair constitutes the nerve
of smell (see SMELL). The second pair com-
prises the optic nerves, or nerves of sight
(see EYE; VISION). The third pair has
nerve fibers distributed to the muscles of the
eyeball, and, together with those of the
fourth and sixth pairs, these nerves produce
all the movements of the eye, including those
of the iris and the eyelids. There are two
roots to the fifth pair, containing both sensory
and motor nerves. This pair divides into
three branches, the first sending fibers to
the irucous membrane of the nostrils and the
muscles of the skin of the forehead and
upper eyelid, the second sending branches to
the lower eyelid, the skin of the nose,
temples, cheeks, upper lip, palate and the
teeth of the upper jaw; the third divides
into three branches and is distributed to the
side of the head, the external ear, the skin
of the lower part of the face, the mucous
membrane of the mouth, the tip of the tongue
and the teeth and the muscles of the salivary
glands of the lower jaw.

The nerves of the seventh pair are dis-
tributed to the muscles of the face and are
composed almost entirely of motor fibers,
wMch control the muscles of expression.
This nerve is sometimes called the nerve of
expression. The eighth pair constitutes the
nerve of hearing (see EAR). The ninth pair
contains sensory and motor nerves, and some
of its fibers constitute the nerves of taste,
while others extend to the muscles of the
pharynx and the mucous membrane at the
back of the nose and pharnyx. Another
branch controls the secretions of the parotid
glands.

The tenth pair, generally known as the
pneumogastric nerve, has the longest and
most widely distributed trunks. The nerves
are both motor and sensory, and the branches